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Rabbi Avigdor Miller, zt”l  The Ramchal, zt”l


QUESTION: Someone told me that I shouldn't learn the sefer דעת תבונות [Tevunos Daas] from the Ramchal. What does the Rav say?

ANSWER: Nothing wrong with דעת תבונות. Nothing wrong at all. Only that Mesillas Yesharim comes first. The Mesillas Yesharim is very important and it has kadimah (precedence). That's his sefer; that's his [the Ramchal – Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzatto, 1707-1746] masterpiece. That's the one to learn. 


Now, if you learn the Mesillas Yesharim well. And you learn it again. And again and again. It begins to penetrate your mind and become part of your personality. And you start practicing it. So then, there's no harm to take a look in his דעת תבונות as well. But no matter what, the Mesillas Yesharim Yesharim comes first because you need that more than anything else to succeed in life. TAPE # E-169 (November 1998)

Reprinted from the July 28, 2018 email of Toras Avigdor.
Reb Shraga Feivel Frank, zt”l


R' Frank was not a rosh yeshiva or town rabbi, but rather was an "ordinary" ba'al ha'bayit/layman. Nevertheless, he was renowned in Lithuania for his righteousness and charity, and many of the leading roshei yeshiva of this century were his descendants. 


Among the regular guests in his house were R' Yisrael Salanter, R' Yitzchak Blazer and the Chafetz Chaim. It is said that R' Frank personally supported half of the families in Slobodka, although they did not know it. He used to drive through town after midnight with a wagon full of food, dropping sacks of flour, rice, potatoes and other needs on people's doorsteps. 


From time-to-time, R' Frank would approach poor Torah scholars and ask them to guard various amounts of cash that he had on hand. He would explain that the money was not safe in his house because he was so well-known, and that they (the Torah scholars) were free to use the money if they needed. 


Whenever these individuals would attempt to return the money, R' Frank would say that he still did not have a safe place to keep it and would prefer to leave it in their houses instead. 


R' Frank passed away in 1886 at the age of 43. R' Yitzchak Elchanan Spektor, the leading posek / halachic authority of the time, personally participated in the taharah / washing and dressing the body. 


R' Spektor began to eulogize R' Frank with the words, "Look! Our Reb Feivel is gone," but when those words brought the entire assemblage to tears, R' Spektor eulogized no further, 


R' Frank left four unmarried daughters, and he asked his wife to ensure that they married Torah scholars. The four sons-in-law she found were: (1) R' Moshe Mordechai Epstein (rosh yeshiva in Slobodka and Chevron; father-in-law of R' Yechezkel Sarna and R' Moshe Chevroni); (2) R' Isser Zalman Meltzer (rosh yeshiva in Slutsk and at the Eitz Chaim Yeshiva in Yerushalayim; father-in-law of R' Aharon Kotler); (3) R' Baruch Yehoshua Horowitz (president of the Agudas Harabbanim of Lithuania); and (4) R' Sheftel Kramer (rosh yeshiva in New Haven and Cleveland; father-in-law of R' Yaakov Yitzchak Ruderman and R' Naftali Neuberger).R' Shraga Feivel's nephew was R' Zvi Pesach Frank, Chief Rabbi of Yerushalayim. (Gedolei Ha'dorot p. 760; The Torah World p. 22) 

Reprinted from the Parashat Re’eh 5778 whY I Matter parsha sheet email of the Young Israel of Midwood (Brooklyn) edited by Yedidye Hirtenfeld.

The Shmuz on the Parsha Re’eh

Consumerism and the Overspent Generation

R’ Ben Tzion Shafier

Founder of TheShmuz.com
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“When HASHEM your G-d will broaden your boundary as He spoke to you, and you say, “I will eat meat,” for you will have a desire to eat meat, to your heart’s entire desire you may eat meat.” – Devarim 12:20


For forty years in the midbar the Jewish people ate mon. Guided by Moshe Rabbeinu, engaged in constant Torah study with every physical need taken care of, the Klal Yisrael lived on a lofty spiritual plane. Now that they were being ushered into a different era – entering Eretz Yisroel where they would begin living in a natural manner – they were given many directives to retain their status as an exalted nation. 


One of the points that Moshe Rabbeinu made to the Klal Yisrael is that when they settled the land and followed the Torah, they would find success in their endeavors, and HASHEM would expand their borders. When this would occur, they would desire meat. And they would be allowed to eat it anywhere they wished. 


Rashi is bothered by the relationship between the expanding of borders and the “desire to eat meat.” It almost implies that the expansion of borders brings on the desire. Rashi explains that the Torah is teaching us a principle in derech eretz. A person should only desire meat when he can afford it. When HASHEM expands our borders and we enjoy financial success, then it is appropriate to desire meat – not before. 


This Rashi seems difficult to understand. What is wrong with desiring meat? The Torah might tell me that if I can’t afford meat, I shouldn’t eat it. If it is beyond my means and purchasing it would create an undue expense, I shouldn’t buy any. But what is wrong with just desiring it?

Pleasures and Lusts


The answer to this can be best understood with a moshol. Imagine that you find yourself shipwrecked on a desert island. You haven’t eaten in three days, and you are driven by one burning desire – food. As you hobble along the island, you notice a brown paper bag under a palm tree. You open it up to find a dry peanut butter sandwich that has sat out in the sun for three months. You gulp down that sandwich with more gusto than anything that you have ever eaten in your life. 


Here is the question: how much pleasure did you derive from eating that sandwich? There is no question that you had a powerful urge, a very real desire, but how much enjoyment did you receive from that activity? The answer is not much. It certainly relieved your hunger, and in that sense brought a release from pain, but it would be hard to imagine that for the rest of your life you would be reminiscing back to the sensation of the bitter, spoiled peanut butter and dry, cracked bread as it scratched your throat when you swallowed it.


This is a good example of the distinction between pleasure and lust. You ate that sandwich with great desire – a lot of passion – but you didn’t derive much pleasure from that activity. Lust is the pull to engage in a given activity. Pleasure is the amount of enjoyment you receive from it. As unusual as it may sound, most people fail to make a distinction between pleasures and passions. 

HASHEM wants us to be happy


This seems to be the answer to the Rashi. While it is true that life is a battle, and exerting self-control is the primary vehicle of growth, HASHEM created us to be happy. If you bring new desires into your world, desires that you can’t possibly fulfill, you are destined to be miserable. You will be constantly wanting, constantly hungry. Your life will become the opposite of a pleasurable existence. 


The Torah is teaching us that our desires are things that we can and need to control. If you have the capacity to meet the desire to eat meat, there is nothing wrong with allowing those desires to surface. HASHEM created many pleasures for man to enjoy, and you should use those pleasures to better serve Him. But if you don’t have the means to fulfill those hungers and you allow them to be present, then you will be living a very uncomfortable existence, constantly hungering for something that can’t be met. 


When HASHEM grants you abundance and you can afford luxuries, then you will desire meat – but not before. The Torah is educating us into a higher form of living. When you enjoy the pleasures and control your desires, you use this world for its intended purpose, thereby living b’ shleimus – complete, not lacking.

Consumerism - a national culture of competitive acquisitions


This concept is very applicable as we are the Chosen Nation – expected to be above the rest of the nations. Unfortunately, that sense of living at a higher standard can become perverted into materialism, where the expectation is that for people like “us,” nothing less than the best will do.


And so our weddings, our wardrobes, our homes, and our cars have to be the best. The way our children dress and the types of toys that they expect are nothing short of top-notch. And we find ourselves with an ever-increasing cost of living. When barely surviving in our communities means that we are expected to earn three to four times the national median household income, something is wrong with our lifestyle. 


We live in times of mass prosperity where the average person is rich, but to enjoy that great bracha, we must maintain control. Everything in this world was created for man’s use – but it must be used properly, in balance, in the right time, and in the right measure. When man does that, he enjoys his short stay on this planet and accomplishes his purpose in Creation.

Reprinted from this week’s website on TheShmuz.com This is an excerpt from the Shmuz on the Parsha book.
An Elul Primer
By Rabbi Moshe Meir Weiss
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The month of Elul is upon us with all of its seriousness and high stakes.  First of all, it is the last month of the year and in Yiddishkeit this is very significant for we have a Talmudic concept, Hakolholeichacharhachosom – Everything goes according to the finale.  So, in a very real way, in the month of Elul we get a golden opportunity to correct the past year’s mistakes.  Additionally, it is crucial to reflect before Rosh Hashanah on the many gifts that Hashem gave us during the past year so that we can say “Thank You” for the past before petitioning for the future.

 This is why, when we start saying Selichos, we say the refrain, “Lishmoah el ha’rinav’ elhatefilah – [Hashem] should hearken to the song and to the prayer.”  It is imperative that we sing our appreciation before we pray for more of Hashem’s benevolence. So, let’s make our Modim in Shemone Esrei more meaningful this month and thank Hashem for not being in the hospital, for having a job, for having a spouse, and other blessings.

As we hear the shofar every morning during Elul, the Rambam tells us that it’s an alarm to remind us to take stock of our behaviors and to repent.  My single biggest recommendation for this time of year is that people should make a “To-Do-Better-List,” to have in their Machzor on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  On the Day of Judgement, we don’t simply ask Hashem for another year. 

We want a better year.  Better health, better parnassah (livelihood), better marriages, better, better, better.  Hashem responds, No problem, I have Infinite treasures in Heaven to fulfill all of your requests.  Just one thing!  Tell Me how you are going to be better.  That’s only fair.  If you want better, you have to give Me something in exchange.”  It’s a quid pro quo arrangement.  So, in order to make this list, one must sit down and attend to a rather painful assignment – and that is the making of a CheshbonHaNefesh, a personal accounting of our behaviors.

This inspection is not enjoyable for we never like to shine a light upon our flaws.  But, it’s the only way that we can properly craft an honest To-Do-Better-List.  The proper way to make such an examination is to review the entire day from Modeh Ani in the morning to Krias Shema Al HaMitah in the night and see what needs improvement.  Don’t become depressed or dismayed if the list is long for this also means that with a solid campaign of improvement, you can expect great improvement in the quality of your life for the coming year.

Here’s another thought.  We will ask Hashem for many things for the coming year.  Let me offer some advice on how to petition Hashem more wisely.  In the HagadahShel Pesach, right before the Mah Nishtana, we find the instructions, “Kahn habensho’el – Here, the son asks.”  We find these instructions in almost every printed Hagadah.  Is it written only for the absolute novice?  I mean, who doesn’t know the function of the Mah Nishtana. 

The great Chassidic Admorim of yesteryear explain that there is a much more profound message: Here is the place to ask for a son.  When we ask Hashem for something, why should He fulfil our request?  We need to give Him a reason, so explains the Admorim. We ask for a son by Mah Nishtana, give us a son so that we should be able to fulfil the mitzvah of teaching our son about the Exodus.  Now, that’sthe way to ask for something.

This is a guide on how to successfully petition Hashem for all of our needs – so that if someone wants a bump in their salary, they say to Hashem, “If I wouldn’t be worried about my bills all of the time I would be able to be spending more time learning Torah.”“If I had better Shalom Bayis, marital harmony, I’d be able to give a better example to my children for their future marriages.”“If I had an easier commute, I would be able to daven longer and put my tefillin on with more concentration.” “If I had more money, there is so much chesed I would like to do.  this is the way we should approach our prayers.”

Finally, let’s not wait until Erev Yom Kippur when we say Tefilah Zakeh to forgive people.  Let’s forgive them now before the Day of Judgement and make a deal with Hashem: Just like I forgive others, even though they might not deserve it, please Hashem forgive me as well, even if You find me undeserving.  In the merit of our Elul preparation, I’d like to wholeheartedly wish my readership and your families a very healthy happy and wonderful New Year. 
Reprinted from the August 17, 2015 website of Matzav.com
The Connection Between Parashat 

Re’ei and Rosh Chodosh Elul

From the Talks of the Lubavitcher Rebbe

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, Zt”l
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This week's Torah portion of Re'ei is always read at a time associated with the month of Elul, either on the Shabbat on which the month of Elul is blessed or on Rosh Chodesh Elul as in the present year.

Re'ei begins with the verse, "Behold, I am giving before you today the blessing..." This verse refers to the fact that the blessing, and the revelation of      G-dliness that accompanies it, is coming from Above. Indeed, each of the words of this verse emphasizes that approach:


Behold: Seeing implies the establishment of a deep and powerful connection. Thus our Sages state, "hearing does not resemble seeing," and they forbid an eyewitness from acting as a judge. Once someone has seen a misdeed committed, he will never be able to conceive of a redeeming virtue for a defendant. In contrast, when a person is told about an event, he is allowed to serve as a judge and indeed, all trials depend on listening to such testimony.


What is the reason for such a difference? When hearing, one approaches a concept step by step, gathering all the particulars. This resembles an ascent upward. In contrast, when seeing, one is brought into direct contact with an event as a totality all at once. Only afterwards, does one focus attention on the particulars. This reflects the approach of revelation from Above.


I--"Anochi": This refers to G-d's essence in a most uplifted and magnified manner. In our verse, the Hebrew word "anochi" is used rather than the more common "ani." "Anochi" communicates a greater sense of pride and magnitude than "ani."


Am giving: The fact that G-d is giving clearly implies a gift from Above.


Before you: "lifneichem" in Hebrew relates to the word "p'nimiyut"--inner dimension. This emphasizes the approach of revelation from Above. For we begin by focusing on our own personal inner dimension, our inner being, and then proceed to the external dimensions. In contrast, proceeding from the externals to the internal is more a process of elevating what is here below to Above.


Today: This reflects the concepts of light and revelation, for the day is the time of light. It also is associated with a dimension of eternality, as our Sages state, "Whenever the word 'today' is used, [the influence] is eternal and forever." And this is possible because it involves a revelation from Above which does not take into consideration the nature of the recipient.


Blessing: Blessing obviously refers to an influence from Above.


The occupation of the month of Elul, however, is a totally different type of work. For in Elul, our spiritual workout focuses on elevating ourselves through our own initiative and not through a "gift from Above."


Where, then, is the connection between our Torah portion and the fact that we read it on Rosh Chodesh Elul?


The truth is that since in Elul we take stock of the entire year that has passed, we must correct any deficiencies in either of these two areas. We must put tremendous effort into elevating ourselves and our surroundings through our own initiative as well as making ourselves a worthy receptacle for G-d's inspiration and blessings from Above.

Reprinted from the Parshas Re’eh 5752/1992 edition of L’Chaim Weekly, a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY.
The Real Wealth

By Rabbi Eli J. Mansour
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The  Torah  in  Parashat  Re’eh  presents  the  Misva  of  Ma’aser Sheni, which  required  farmers  in  Eretz  Yisrael  to  bring  one-tenth  of their produce  to  Jerusalem  and  eat  it  there  in  the  city. They  also  had  the option  of  transferring  the  Kedusha  of  the  Ma’aser  Sheni  onto  money,  and bringing  the  money  to  Jerusalem  where  they  would  use  it  to  purchase  food which  they  would  then  eat. The  Torah  says  that  the  purpose  of  this  Misva is  “Lema’an  Tilmad  Le’yir’a  Et  Hashem  Elokecha”–  so  that  the  people would  learn  Yir’at  Shamayim,  fear  of  Hashem. 


How  does  this  Misva  engender  Yir’at  Shamayim? Why  would  someone  achieve  a  keener  spiritual  awareness  by  eating  a  portion  of  his produce  in  Jerusalem? 


The  Sefer  Ha’hinuch  explains  that  this  Misva  brought  one  Yir’at Shamayim  by  compelling  him  to  spend  time  in  the  holy  city  of Jerusalem. The  person  had  to  eat  the  entire  tithe  in  Jerusalem,  and  thus  had to  spend  several  days,  or  perhaps  a  week  or  two,  in  the  city. 


Jerusalem  was  the  site  of  the  Bet  Ha’mikdash  and  of  the  Sanhedrin, which  consisted  of  the  nation’s  seventy-one  leading  sages. When  visiting Jerusalem,  one  had  the  opportunity  to  see  the  service  in  the  Mikdash,  to spend  time  with  the  Kohanim,  and  bask  in  the  environment  of  Torah  and Kedusha  that  permeated  the  city. This  experience  had  an  effect. A  person would  not  leave  Jerusalem  without  absorbing  some  of  the  holiness  of  the city,  and  this  would  lead  him  toward  higher  levels  of  Yir’at  Shamayim.

This  command  of  Ma’aser  Sheni  begins  with  the  words,  “Aser Te’aser.” The  Talmud,  in  a  famous  passage,  notes  the  seemingly  redundant expression  and  explains  it  to  mean,  “Aser  Bishbil  She’tit’asher”–“Give  a tenth  in  order  that  you  will  be  wealthy.” This  is  generally  understood  as referring  to  the  Misva  of  “Ma’aser  Kesafim,”  donating  one-tenth  of  one’s earnings  to  charity,  in  the  merit  of  which  one  earns  wealth.


Indeed,  I personally  know  several  community  members  who  became wealthy  once they  began  making  a  point  of  donating  one-tenth  of  their earnings  to  charity. But  we  can  arrive  at  a  much  deeper  meaning  of  the Gemara’s  comment  once  we  realize  that  this  Pasuk  is  written  in  reference to  Ma’aser  Sheni.


The  Pasuk  is  saying  that  one  should  observe  this Misva in  order  to acquire  the  real  “wealth”–  Yir’at  Shamayim.    This  is  the true  fortune  to which  all  of  us  should  aspire  –  closeness  with  G-d,  a  keen awareness  of His  presence,  and  a  desire  to  perform  His  will. We must observe the Misva of  Ma’aser  Sheni  in  order  to  achieve  this  inestimable treasure. 

Although  we  cannot  observe  the  actual  Misva  of  Ma’aser  Sheni  nowadays,  we  can  and  must  observe  the  general  message  conveyed  by  this  Misva,  by  placing  ourselves  in  an  environment  of  Kedusha. The  Misva  of  Ma’aser  Sheni  is  predicated  upon  the  basic  premise  that  people  are  affected  by  their  surroundings.


We  cannot  delude  ourselves  into  thinking  that  we  can  live  in  places  without  a  strong  Torah  presence  and  somehow  retain  our  connection  to  Torah. We  are  affected  by  our  environment,  and  it  is  therefore  imperative  for  ourselves  and  our  children  to  live  not  in  the  place  where  we  can  earn  the  most  money  or  enjoy  the  best  luxuries,  but  in  a  place  with  a  strong  religious  community  and  Torah  foundation. 

To  its  immense  credit,  our  community  has  invested  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  to  build  a  phenomenal  religious  infrastructure  –  synagogues,  yeshivot,  Mikvaot,  adult  education  programs,  and  so  on. Our  parents  and  grandparents  understood  the  necessity  of  a  Torah  atmosphere,  that  the  “fortune”  of  Yir’at  Shamayim  is  earned  through  the  Misva  of  Ma’aser  Sheni,  by  placing  ourselves  in  an  environment  of  holiness,  and  they  worked  tirelessly  to  create  such  an  environment.It  is  crucial  that  we  continue  this  legacy  by  continuing  to  avail  ourselves  of  this  infrastructure  and  continuing  to  maintain  it.


A  person  should  never  think  that  he  can  bring  his  family  to  some  remote  location  and  they  will  somehow  manage  to  preserve  their  religious  commitment. The  “wealth”  of  Yir’at  Shamayim  requires  an  environment  of  Torah,  as  it  is  only  in  such  an  environment  where  we  and  our  children  can  withstand  the  secular  influences  that  abound  and  further  develop  our  connection  to  Hashem  and  His  Torah.

Reprinted from this week’s website of The Edmond J. Safra Synagogue of Brooklyn.

Rabbi Berel Wein

On Parashat Re’eh
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There are many things in life that appear to be simple and logical to one person and yet remain beyond the understanding of one’s companion, friend or acquaintance. To our great teacher Moshe, someone who is blessed with the immense powers of prophecy and who is spiritually able to communicate with Heaven almost at will, the mission of life and of the Jewish people is simple and visible to all. It is to obey and treasure the laws and values that are represented in the Torah as elucidated and explained by Moshe to the entire congregation of Israel.


All these rules and values are, in his opinion, self-evident and visible to all. The choices that are presented to the people are stark and clear. They are between life and death, eternity and passing trends. It is all so simple to the prophetic eyes of Moshe. Part of his frustration with the Jewish people is their inability to see things as he sees them and to understand the challenges of life and history, as he perceives them.


Oftentimes geniuses are not necessarily the best of teachers because they cannot understand why the students are so dense and do not understand what is so patently obvious. The Torah reading this week, and the entire book of D’varim as spoken and taught by Moshe, is an expression of this frustration of the great and the holy, who see the obvious but are unable to make others see it easily as well.


The Jewish people, who heard the words of Moshe over three millennia ago in the desert of Sinai, had to appreciate and believe his message because of their faith in him and in the experiences of G-dly revelation that they had witnessed and in which they had participated. They had to believe in the future that had not yet arrived and had to make their choices based on faith in that future alone.


In our time, well over 3000 years later, we need not rely solely on the prophetic advice and the words of Moshe, but rather we have the benefit of thousands of years of experience and history. We can look back and correctly assess the choices made by the Jewish people over all these millennia of its existence. We can judge which decisions were wise and which were foolish, which led to survival and eternity and which led to destruction.


Because of this ability to read and know our history, one would think that we could choose wisely based on facts and experiences that are self-evident and obvious to serious students of our past. Yet, the Jewish people have a propensity to make bad choices and to ignore the clear lessons of our history.


Therefore, the statement of Moshe that we should see clearly even today the choices that face us and the decisions that we perforce are bound to make, our past should teach us in which direction these decisions should go and what pitfalls we should avoid.

Reprinted from this week’s website of Rabbi Wein. 

Maurice Kaye: 106 Years Old, Married 84 Years, the

First in Synagogue

By Karen Schwartz

Maurice Kaye, an inspiration to the Jewish community of Bournemouth, England, for decades, whose marriage of 84 years was believed to be the longest in Britain, passed away last week at the age of 106.


An unforgettable fixture at his local Chabad House, he would come every week on Saturday morning to pray and learn Chassidic discourses before prayer—and usually was the first one there, says Rabbi Yosef Alperowitz, who co-directs Chabad Lubavitch of Bournemouth with his wife, Chanie.

Kaye, he recalls, would come early and stay for the kiddush to talk with everybody. “He’s a person who was very devoted to his emunah, very determined to cling to his faith,” says the rabbi, who knew Kaye for some three decades since arriving to the area as a Chabad emissary in 1989. 
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Maurice and Helen Kaye with Rabbi Yosef Alperowitz at a Torah dedication in 2009. The Torah was dedicated on their 75th wedding anniversary in memory of their children, Lezley Margo and Anthony Kaye.


In addition to their connection at the synagogue, Alperowitz used to teach Torah to two of Kaye’s grandchildren, Lara and Avi Son, and Kaye later dedicated a book of those lessons, called Pearls for the Shabbos Table, in their honor.

Larry Kaye, his son, tells Chabad.org that through triumphs or in the face of adversity, his father often alluded to the fact that G‑d was watching him, that Hashem was on his shoulder. “He was an extraordinary man,” says Larry Kaye of his father. Though they lost two children—a son in 1949 and daughter in 1991—Larry Kaye says his father believed that he was here for a reason.


“And why have they lived so long? Because they always had a target, a wedding anniversary, a bar mitzvah, a bat mitzvah,” says Larry Kaye of his parents. “They always had a target to get to—my nephew was married five weeks ago in London, and my parents schlepped with us to be there, and that’s how they’ve been.”


His passing is a loss for the community, says Alperowitz, who remembers Kaye as a kind and charitable man. “People loved him. Visitors would come to Bournemouth, they would come to Chabad, because they wanted to meet this guy.”

Kaye and his wife, Helen, 105, were married in 1934 and have two surviving children, seven grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren.


Alperowitz visited with Kaye earlier this year on his wife Helen's 105th birthday.
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Maurice and Helen Kaye with Rabbi Yosef Alperowitz, holding the first edition of "Pearls for the ShabbatTable," which they sponsored in honor of their grandchildren, Lara and Avi Son.


In 2009, on their 75th wedding anniversary, Maurice and Helen Kaye donated a Torah to Chabad in the name of two of their children who passed away. “At the age of 97, he was running around the Chabad House with a Torah held high above his head,” recalls Larry Kaye. “He was a strong man in every way.” 

A few years before, at the age of 90, he requested a flying lesson for his birthday.


“People can learn from his example,” says Alperowitz, whose community includes many older adults. “You could be in your 70s, even in your 80s and 90s and 100s, and you can still come [to Chabad], and you can still be involved.”
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Kaye and his son, Larry, with the Sefer Torah he donated to Chabad of Bournemouth.


Born in the East End of London, Maurice Kaye had three brothers and three sisters, and was the second youngest. He served as a physical training instructor in the army during the World War II, and was court-martialed for striking an anti-Semitic senior officer, his son recalls. In 1945, he and his wife started a fashion business that went on to be very successful.


Maurice and Helen Kaye with Rabbi Yosef Alperowitz, holding the first edition of "Pearls for the ShabbatTable," which they sponsored in honor of their grandchildren, Lara and Avi Son.
A Grandfather Figure to Many


Roger Rossano, who knows the Kaye family as a friend of Larry Kaye’s and through attending minyan with Maurice Kaye as well, says he was impressed with how the elder Kaye would take an interest in Rossano’s children. “Every time they came back from university, he’d always spend the time with them, asking them what they were doing, what courses they were taking,” says Rossano. “And several months later, he’d remember everything.”


Kaye set an example by how he treated his family, adds Rossano. “I said, ‘Seeing how you behave with your children, your grandchildren and your great-grandchildren, this is the kind of zaydie [grandfather] I’d like to be, but until, then I’d like to adopt you as my grandfather.’ He really liked that.”


They’d meet on Shabbat at services, he recalls. “I always had a good word to say to him, and he always had a good word to say to me.”


Alperowitz’s son, Rabbi Bentzion Alperowitz, who also serves at the Chabad center, remembers Maurice Kaye as a much-loved member of the community.


“He was a grandfather figure to a lot of people,” he says. “People loved him very much. He had a very good sense of humor, always had a good joke to say, and he’d give everyone a very, very strong handshake. He very much loved attending Chabad, and on my last visit to him on his 106th birthday a few short weeks ago, although very weak already, he told me: ‘I hope to see you next time at Chabad.’”


Kaye and his son, Larry, with the Sefer Torah he donated to Chabad of Bournemouth.

Reprinted from the July 31, 2018 website of Chabad.Org Magazine.
Following Rabbi Hayyim Angel

In the Footsteps of Haggai,

Zechariah and Malachi

By Daniel Keren

(“Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi: Prophecy in an Age of Uncertainty” by Hayyim Angel, Maggid Books, Jerusalem, 157 pages, 2016)


Rabbi Hayyim Angel is perhaps one of the most respected Bible scholars in the Modern Orthodox community, a prolific author of 16 books, more than 100 scholarly articles and a very much in demand Scholar-in-Residence in English-speaking communities throughout the world. The son of Rabbi Marc Angel, Rabbi Emeritus of Congregation Shearith Israel, the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue in Manhattan, the author also served as rabbi of this historic Sephardic shul during the years 1995-2013.

He has taught advanced Bible courses to undergraduate, graduate and rabbinical students at Yeshiva University [where he earned three degrees from Yeshiva College, the Bernard Revel Graduate School, the Azrieli Graduate School for Jewish education; as well as rabbinical ordination from the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary] since 1996.
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His scholarship has centered on the interaction between traditional and academic approaches to Bible study. So in authoring his study of the last recorded prophets of the Jewish nation (Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi), Rabbi Angel will for example quote the well-known Chazal where “The sages of the midrash understand interrelatedness between G-d and Ahasuerus; ‘Everywhere in the Megilla where it says, ‘King Ahasuerus,’ the text refers to Ahasuerus, every instance of ‘the king’ has a dual holy-secular meaning” (i.e., it refers both to G-d and to Ahasuerus) (Esther Rabba 3:10.)


Yet he has also  studied in depth and incorporated the interpretations of academic and mostly secular university scholars. For example on page 48, he cites a work by David L. Petersen, the Franklin Nutting Parker Professor Emeritus of Old Testament at the Candler School of Theology at Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia that suggests that the image of a city surrounded by fire in Zechariah’s vision may have called the royal Persian royal city of Pasargadae to mind. Professor Petersen notes that Pasargadae “was built without walls. In and around it were fires symbolizing the presence of their (the Persian) cosmic god…”


So if you are a student of traditional non-academic yeshivas such as are commonly found in Brooklyn, Yerushalayim and Bnei Brak, this fusion on the interaction between traditional and academic approaches to Bible study might leave you somewhat wary and uncomfortable.

The Naviim, the Jewish prophets Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi returned at different intervals with that small band of Jewish stalwarts who left the safety of a comfortable Babylonian diaspora to struggle and rebuild a Yishuv, (Jewish community) after the 52nd year following the Churban Bayis Rishon, the Destruction of the First Beis Hamikdosh (Holy Temple in Jerusalem).


Many of the pesukim, (verses) in the three sections of Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi that appear in the Book of the Twelve Minor Prophets [minor only in the length of their prophecies] are obscure to both traditional Torah scholars and academics. And much of our knowledge of that time period has been reinforced by the studies of non-religious and academic archaeologists in the last 200 years.


So if you take the opinions of the “academics” with a grain of salt, Rabbi Angel’s recent book [he has had two more books published since] can be interesting to someone who wants to gain some plausible perceptions of a most important period of our nation’s history that saw the sealing of the Tanach, the Jewish Bible and a refocusing of the dedication of Jewish scholars ever since towards the learning of the Torah shebaal peh, the Oral Torah that has over the past 2,000 years redefined our understanding the Jewish experience. I believe Rabbi Angel would concur that it is impossible to have a Jewish clarity on Tanach without the explanations of the Tanaim and Amoraim who composed both the Babylonian and Jerusalem Talmuds.


In conclusion, “Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi: Prophecy in an Age of Uncertainty” seems like a good gift for the many in the Modern Orthodox community who aim to find meaning and connection by discovering elements of Jewish Tanach with the more modern scholarship of more secular academic researchers.


At the end of his preface, Rabbi Angel writes:


“It is my hope and prayer that this commentary helps bring the world of Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi to life, and that it enables readers to better appreciated these prophets; ongoing relevance to our religious growth and experience.”


Published by Maggid, an imprint of Koren Publishers Jerusalem Ltd and made possible by funding of the descendants of Irving and Beatrice Stone of Cleveland, Ohio, Rabbi Angel’s book on the last three recorded prophets of the Jewish nation can be found in bookstores or by clicking www.korenpub.com
Reprinted from last week’s edition of The Jewish Connection.

Thoughts that Count

For Parashat Re’eh

“You are children of G-d, your G-d" (Deut. 14:1)

The Baal Shem Tov deeply loved simple folk. He would frequently remark that love of the Children of Israel is love of G-d; when one loves the father one loves the children.

From when the sickle begins to cut the upright corn (Deut. 16:9)


Once a group of Chasidim complained to their Rebbe, Rabbi Shmuel of Lubavitch, that their spiritual advisor was being unduly harsh. The Rebbe told the spiritual advisor privately later, "It is sure that one must eradicate ego and pride without mercy, as it says, 'From the time the sickle is first put to the standing corn'--one must put the `sickle' to the `standing corn' of egotism. However, this is only in regard to oneself. Concerning others, the Torah clearly states, `do not swing the sickle on your neighbor's grain.'

For the sake of this thing [charity] He will bless you. (Deut. 15:10)


"I am aware of the hardships of these times, that the means for livelihood have declined... nonetheless, it is not right to close the hand which openly gave with benevolence toward all, essential necessities for the needs of the innocent destitute whose eyes are lifted to us. 

When the poor need bread for the mouths of babes, and wood and clothes against the cold, and the like, then all these take precedence over any fine clothes and family-feasts, meat and fish, and all the delicacies of man and any members of his household. The rule 'your life takes precedence' does not apply in such a case, because all these are not really essential to life, as are the needs of the poor." (Rabbi Shneur Zalman in Tanya: Iggeret HaKodesh)
Reprinted from the Parshas Re’eh 5752/1992 edition of L’Chaim Weekly, a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY.
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